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Eighth Annual Waterway Cleanup Series Removes
Over 31,000 Pounds of Litter

Portland, Ore., October 29, 2025 — On Wednesday, October 15, SOLVE, in partnership with Clackamas
Water Environment Services, hosted the final event of the Waterway Cleanup Series at High Rocks Park,
marking the conclusion of its eighth year.

With the dedication of 41 volunteers, 490 pounds of trash was diverted from the Clackamas River. This
wrap-up event capped a summer-long initiative that mobilized more than 1,700 volunteers across 60
events, resulting in the removal of over 31,000 pounds of litter from rivers, streams, and creeks across
the region, roughly equivalent to removing the weight of 200 tires from Oregon’s waterways.

Running from May through October, the Waterway Cleanup Series focused on protecting the health of
rivers and streams across the Pacific Northwest, including the Molalla, Rogue, Siletz, Willamette,
Clackamas, and Columbia Rivers. Volunteers tackled litter before it could flow downstream and harm
wildlife, helping to ensure cleaner water for recreation and for future generations.

“Each bag of litter collected is a small but powerful act of care for our rivers,” said Kris Carico, Chief
Executive Officer of SOLVE. “/ know it can feel overwhelming to pick up the total amount of debris
accumulating in our waterways, but every single piece removed makes a difference. It’s the combined effort
of volunteers across the region that keeps our rivers cleaner and healthier for everyone.”

The partnership between SOLVE and Clackamas Water Environment Services has been central to this effort
for eight consecutive years, providing volunteers with the resources and support needed to make a visible
impact on local waterways.

"The WES-SOLVE Summer Waterways Cleanups series aims to mobilize and educate volunteers to become
stewards of our waterways and natural areas," said Greg Geist, Director of Clackamas Water Environment
Services. "Our rivers support us, so we must take care of them. Sometimes, it requires extra effort and
community collaboration to accomplish this, which is the purpose of initiatives like these."



With this summer-long series wrapped up, Fall with SOLVE is in full swing, offering year-round
opportunities to get involved. From neighborhood cleanups to restoration projects across Oregon and SW
Washington, volunteering with SOLVE is easy and rewarding. Learn more: solveroregon.org/seasons

About SOLVE

SOLVE brings communities together to take care of our environment and enhance our waterways. Since
1969, the organization has grown from a small, grassroots initiative to a national model of volunteer
action. Today, SOLVE mobilizes and trains thousands of volunteers of all ages across Oregon, and SW
Washington, to clean and restore our neighborhoods and natural areas, while empowering a community
of environmental stewards for our state. You can follow SOLVE on Instagram at @SOLVEinOregon,
Facebook at @SOLVEOregon, or at www.solveoregon.org.

About Clackamas Water Environment Services

Clackamas Water Environment Services produces clean water, protects water quality and recovers
renewable resources. We do this by providing wastewater services, stormwater management, and
environmental education. It’s our job to protect public health and support the vitality of our
communities, natural environment, and economy. Learn more

at: https://www.clackamas.us/wes.
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